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of the five counties in Kentucky with 
the top vaccination rates were in 
ARH’s service area. I was proud to con-
gratulate Joe and his team of 
healthcare heroes who were getting 
shots in arms to beat this virus. 

Joe’s contributions to Kentucky ex-
tend beyond the hospital doors. He has 
gone to great lengths to personally 
partner with the communities he 
serves. His work with organizations 
like One East KY, the Hazard-Perry 
County Economic Development Alli-
ance, and One Harlan County has 
helped encourage new growth and op-
portunity. Joe developed a vision for a 
healthy and successful Kentucky, and 
he worked tirelessly over the years to 
bring it closer to reality. 

So, we are all going to miss working 
with Joe. But now he gets to spend 
more time on his most important roles, 
husband to Leigh, father, and grand-
father. Along with Joe’s colleagues and 
friends, I extend my best wishes for a 
fulfilling retirement. On behalf of the 
Senate, I would like to congratulate 
Joe on all of his success and thank him 
for his leadership in Kentucky. 
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NOMINATION OF COLIN HACKETT 
KAHL 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, 
here we are again, teeing up another 
discharge motion for another unquali-
fied Biden administration nominee. 

If there is one good thing I can say 
about Colin Kahl, the nominee for 
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, 
it is that you never have to wonder 
where he stands on the issues. He is 
very consistent. 

Unfortunately, he has been consist-
ently wrong on some of the last dec-
ade’s most important foreign policy 
questions. 

In 2019, when disaster struck all 
along on our southern border, he la-
beled the situation ‘‘Trump’s fake bor-
der crisis’’ and ‘‘a phony terrorism 
threat.’’ That is a take that aged well, 
to be sure. 

His judgment calls on the actions and 
motivations of our most dangerous ad-
versaries have also been particularly 
terrible. 

When President Trump warned the 
Iranian regime not to resume their nu-
clear activities, Kahl declared that 
‘‘war drums’’ were already sounding. 
We know that wasn’t true. 

When President Trump made the de-
cision to eliminate terrorist leader 
Soleimani, Kahl was positive that the 
strike had started a war. It hadn’t. 
When I questioned Kahl during his con-
firmation hearings, he equated Iranian 
proxies killing Americans with our 
subsequent, proportionate strike 
against Solemani, saying, ‘‘There were 
provocations on both sides.’’ Indeed. 

Kahl was absolutely sure that given 
the chance, John Bolton, of all people, 
would twist available intelligence and 
singlehandedly start wars with Iran 
and North Korea. Another miss. 

He also predicted that Trump would 
jump into Syria and start a war with 

Assad and the Russians, which also 
didn’t happen. 

Those hot takes earned him a lot of 
ink in Foreign Policy magazine but not 
a lot of respect. I don’t know if he 
wrote those things because he wanted 
to put President Trump in the hot seat 
or because he honestly believed them, 
but I don’t think the answer to that 
question matters. 

If he believed them, then it is proof 
of his terrible judgment. 

If he wrote them to inflame the pro-
gressive base, it is proof he is willing to 
trivialize the prospect of armed con-
flict for clicks. 

How in the world can President Biden 
expect us to vote for that? 

In addition to his poor judgment, Mr. 
Kahl has also attached himself to truly 
terrible policy decisions. 

He opposed bipartisan legislation 
that would have imposed sanctions on 
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps. 

He staffed the effort to condemn 
Israel at the United Nations Security 
Council. 

He is ‘‘open’’ to moving away from 
the nuclear triad. 

Perhaps worst of all, when he served 
in the Obama administration as Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
the Middle East, he dropped the ball on 
a status of forces agreement that 
would have allowed U.S. forces to re-
main in Iraq. 

That failure led to the rise of ISIS. 
I have examined Mr. Kahl’s record 

and found nothing but a history of bad 
policy judgment, a volatile disposition, 
and a terrible temper that manifests in 
inflammatory rhetoric. 

That might be a great resume for a 
pundit, but it is not the body of work 
I want to see from someone who will be 
responsible for developing national se-
curity and defense strategy. 

I oppose this discharge motion, I op-
pose this nomination, and I urge my 
colleagues to spend a few minutes with 
Mr. Kahl’s resume before placing him 
in such a powerful position at DOD. 
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250TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
VASSALBORO, MAINE 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President. I rise 
today to commemorate the 250th anni-
versary of the Town of Vassalboro, ME. 
Vassalboro was built with a spirit of 
determination and resiliency that still 
guides the community today, and this 
is a time to celebrate the generations 
of hard-working and caring people who 
have made it such a wonderful place to 
live, work, and raise families. 

The year of Vassalboro’s incorpora-
tion, 1771, was but one milestone in a 
long journey of progress. For thou-
sands of years, the land along the great 
Kennebec River was the home of the 
Abenaki Tribe, who hunted, fished, and 
tilled the fertile soil. The reverence the 
Abenaki had for the natural beauty 
and resources of the region is upheld by 
the people of Vassalboro today. 

Vassalboro’s roots run deep into 
American history. It originally was 

part of the lands granted to the Pil-
grims of the Plymouth Colony in the 
1600s. Later, the town became home to 
a large settlement of Quakers and a 
center of the movement to abolish 
slavery. The Society of Friends con-
tinues to have a positive presence in 
the town today. The statue of the 
Union soldier in Monument Park 
stands in silent tribute to the many pa-
triots who have stepped forward to 
serve the cause of freedom. 

With the mighty Kennebec River pro-
viding power, Vassalboro was home to 
many lumber, grain, and textile mills. 
Built in 1850, the Olde Mill on Main 
Street was one of the largest mills in 
New England and world famous for the 
quality of the cashmere it produced. 
The wealth produced by hard work and 
determination was invested in schools 
and churches to create a true commu-
nity. 

Today, visitors and residents alike 
enjoy Vassalboro’s quiet parks, beau-
tiful historic buildings, and exciting 
outdoor recreation opportunities. The 
energy and planning that are going 
into the town’s 250th anniversary cele-
bration demonstrate the pride towns-
people have in their town. 

Mr. President, Vassalboro’s 250th an-
niversary is not merely about the pass-
ing of time, it is about human accom-
plishment. We celebrate the people 
who, for longer than America has been 
a nation, have pulled together, cared 
for one another, and built a great com-
munity. Thanks to those who came be-
fore, Vassalboro, ME, has a wonderful 
history. Thanks to those there today, 
it has a bright future. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:56 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to 
the following concurrent resolution, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 30. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a joint session of Congress to re-
ceive a message from the President. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
resolution: 

H. Res. 333. Resolution relative to the 
death of the Honorable Walter F. Mondale, a 
former Vice President of the United States 
of America. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–766. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Leonardo S.p.a. Helicopters; 
Amendment 39–0649’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Dock-
et No. FAA–2020–0649)) received in the Office 
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